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Texas Constitutional Amendments, 2009

Prop 1: No -- Not a good idea. The effect will be to allow "insider parties" to use TIRZs to engage in land speculation around military bases using public money, or to dump property they want to get rid of on some public agency under a pretext.


Prop 2: Yes -- Stop appraisal boards from running up property taxes by valuing homes as if they were commercial property, because "they might be sold as such."


Prop 3: Yes --- Appraisal boards dictate "valuation" while taxing authorities set rates applied to the valuation. Stops an end around of prop 2 -- otherwise the various tax authorities could themselves declare a property to be of a given type and apply a higher rate to it. 


Prop 4: No Recommendation Very mixed bag here. 


Prop 5: Yes -- end arbitrary differences for valuation of farms/ranches that cross county lines and for adjacent identical properties in urban areas.


Prop 6: Yes -- Assistance to Veterans to buy housing.


Prop 7: Yes -- Why does public service have to be such a pain.


Prop 8: No -- The VA is the responsibility of the federal government. If it needs land, let it buy it, not use the state to seize it. 


Prop 9: No -- Narrowly focused private property seizure; eminent domain aimed at a single property. 


Prop 10: No -- stealth term extension in the guise of term limits. 


Prop 11: Yes -- Not as good as it could be, but better than nothing.

Further discussion can be found in our forums at: http://www.theamericanconservatives.org/forums/viewtopic.php?f=11&t=187
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